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Who is the Prince in Ezekiel 40–48?

When do Ezekiel’s final nine chapters (Ezek. 40–48) take place?  This section depicts a sacrificial system, temple in Jerusalem, and division of land up to the Mediterranean Sea that has never been seen in Israel’s past history.  Yet in the future eternal state there will be no temple (Rev. 21:22), no sea (Rev. 21:1), and no Jerusalem with its traditional boundaries since believers will live in the new Jerusalem that is 2200 kilometers square (Rev. 20:16).  Further, Ezekiel 40–48 certainly does not describe the present era.  Therefore, they must depict a period yet future but before the eternal state.  Since the kingdom era spoken by the prophets (cf. OTS, 442a-f, 461a-c) fits this era of the Messiah’s rule from Jerusalem (cf. Isa. 2:2-4), this period is the likely time in view.

But if Christ rules then, who then is this prince noted fifteen times in these chapters?

I. The Prince cannot be Christ.

A. He provides sin offerings for himself (45:22).  Thus he is a human in a mortal body rather than the glorified body that Jesus has that cannot sin (Luke 24:31, 39).

B. Priests offer burnt offerings and fellowship offerings for the prince (46:2).  While Joseph and Mary did this for the infant Jesus, it would seem strange for others to present sacrifices for Christ after He has sacrificed himself for man.

C. The prince has sons (46:16-18).  Thus, by implication, he must also have a wife.  This obviously omits Christ from consideration since Jesus never married.

II. The Prince is a Human Serving under Christ.

A. Objection: It is unlikely that Ezekiel would speak more of the prince than of the Messiah.

Response: Even though Christ is not noted at all in these nine chapters, the rest of the prophetic writings clearly show his kingdom rule.  Why would Ezekiel have to maintain the same ratio as the other prophets?  He is certainly free to emphasize the prince more than the king, especially in his time when no king ruled over Israel.
B. Objection: A prince would be reigning on David’s throne that is reserved for Christ.

Response: None of the verses say that this prince will rule.  Each relates to the prince’s religious functions (44:3; 45:16-17; 45:22; 46:2-18) or land (45:7; 48:21-22).

C. Objection: It is unlikely that a mortal man would rule over the twelve tribes that Jesus promised to the twelve apostles (Matt. 19:28).

Response: The text shows the prince involved in temple worship rather than in ruling.
D. Objection: God would not vest millennial worship (or rule) in a person able to sin.

Response: Why not?  Worship leaders have always been morally capable of sin.  The prince in his human state will better relate to the others also in mortal bodies since he will need to offer sacrifices just as they do (45:22).

E. Objection: Since the prince is "David” (34:24; 37:25), he must be Jesus, a “son of David.”

Response: Nothing prohibits this prince from being another man in the Davidic line. Further, he cannot be the resurrected David himself, for this David will not be able to sin in his glorified body and thus will not need sin sacrifices.
Conclusion: While some difficulties yet remain, it seems that the millennial prince indeed is a mortal man other than the resurrected David who will perform religious functions in Jerusalem.
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I.
Introduction

A.
Amillennialists teach from John 5:28-29 one resurrection of all people, but the Bible records at least four distinct resurrected groups in three separate time periods (see below).  

B.
It is inaccurate to speak of a single judgment day as Scripture records seven judgments.  

C.
Multiple judgments should not sound strange to our ears as there has already been multiple judgments in the past: Lucifer and angels (2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6), Flood (Gen. 6—7), Babel (Gen. 11:1-9), Northern nation of Israel (2 Kings 17:1-6), Judah (2 Kings 25:1-12), Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11), and even the present (Rom. 1:18).

D.
Past judgments only applied to some people, but future judgments will apply to all people who have ever lived (Heb. 9:27).  The general guide for severity of punishment will be: the greater the knowledge of the truth, the greater the judgment (Matt. 11:24; Luke 12:48).
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	Time
	Rapture
	Second Coming at End of the Tribulation


	End of Millennium



	Resurrection
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	No
	No
	No
	Yes

	Judgment
	Judgment Seat of Christ
	Old Testament Saints
	Tribulation Saints
	Nation of Israel
	Nations (Gentiles)
	Satan and Fallen Angels


	Great White Throne



	Persons
	Believers of church age

(1 Thess. 4:13-18)
	Believers of OT times
	Believers martyred in the Tribulation
	Jews who survive the Tribulation
	Gentiles who survive the Tribulation


	Satan and demons
	Unbelievers of all time

	Place
	Bema of Christ (heaven)
	Earth?
	Earth?
	Wilderness (Ezek. 20:35)
	Valley of Jehoshaphat (Joel 3:1-2)
	Angelic sphere? 
	Great White Throne in Heaven

	Basis
	Works and walk of the Christian life
	Faith in God
	Faith in Christ
	Faith in Christ shown in works (Mal. 3:2-3)
	Faith in Christ shown in treatment of Israel (Matt. 25:40, 45)
	Satan’s fall (Isa. 14:12-17; Ezek. 28:12-19); demonic allegiance to Satan
	Rejection of God’s general revelation and/or special revelation in Christ



	Results
	Rewards or loss of rewards
	Rewards

(Dan. 12:3)
	Reign with Christ in the Millennium
	Believers enter kingdom; rebels sent to Hades 
	Believers enter kingdom; rebels sent to Hades
	Lake of Fire (hell)
	Lake of Fire (hell)

	Scripture
	Luke 14:14; 1 Cor. 3:10-15; 15:20-54; 2 Cor. 5:10
	Dan. 12:1-3
	Rev. 20:4-6
	Zech. 13:8-9; 14:4; Matt. 25:1-30
	Joel 3:1-2; 11-16; Isa. 34:1-2; Matt. 25:31-46
	Matt. 25:41; 2 Pet. 2:4; Jude 6; Rev. 20:10
	Rev. 20:11-15




religious functions (44:3; 45:16-17; 45:22; 46:2-18) or land (45:7; 48:21-22)

Ezek. 44:3   The prince himself is the only one who may sit inside the gateway to eat in the presence of the LORD. He is to enter by way of the portico of the gateway and go out the same way.” 

Ezek. 45:7   “ ‘The prince will have the land bordering each side of the area formed by the sacred district and the property of the city. It will extend westward from the west side and eastward from the east side, running lengthwise from the western to the eastern border parallel to one of the tribal portions. 

Ezek. 45:16   All the people of the land will participate in this special gift for the use of the prince in Israel. 

Ezek. 45:17   It will be the duty of the prince to provide the burnt offerings, grain offerings and drink offerings at the festivals, the New Moons and the Sabbaths —at all the appointed feasts of the house of Israel. He will provide the sin offerings, grain offerings, burnt offerings and fellowship offerings to make atonement for the house of Israel. 

Ezek. 45:22   On that day the prince is to provide a bull as a sin offering for himself and for all the people of the land. 

Ezek. 46:2   The prince is to enter from the outside through the portico of the gateway and stand by the gatepost. The priests are to sacrifice his burnt offering and his fellowship offerings. He is to worship at the threshold of the gateway and then go out, but the gate will not be shut until evening. 

Ezek. 46:4   The burnt offering the prince brings to the LORD on the Sabbath day is to be six male lambs and a ram, all without defect. 

Ezek. 46:8   When the prince enters, he is to go in through the portico of the gateway, and he is to come out the same way. 

Ezek. 46:10   The prince is to be among them, going in when they go in and going out when they go out. 

Ezek. 46:12   When the prince provides a freewill offering to the LORD —whether a burnt offering or fellowship offerings —the gate facing east is to be opened for him. He shall offer his burnt offering or his fellowship offerings as he does on the Sabbath day. Then he shall go out, and after he has gone out, the gate will be shut. 

Ezek. 46:16   “ ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: If the prince makes a gift from his inheritance to one of his sons, it will also belong to his descendants; it is to be their property by inheritance. 

Ezek. 46:17   If, however, he makes a gift from his inheritance to one of his servants, the servant may keep it until the year of freedom; then it will revert to the prince. His inheritance belongs to his sons only; it is theirs. 

Ezek. 46:18   The prince must not take any of the inheritance of the people, driving them off their property. He is to give his sons their inheritance out of his own property, so that none of my people will be separated from his property.’ ” 

Ezek. 48:21   “What remains on both sides of the area formed by the sacred portion and the city property will belong to the prince. It will extend eastward from the 25,000 cubits of the sacred portion to the eastern border, and westward from the 25,000 cubits to the western border. Both these areas running the length of the tribal portions will belong to the prince, and the sacred portion with the temple sanctuary will be in the center of them. 

Ezek. 48:22   So the property of the Levites and the property of the city will lie in the center of the area that belongs to the prince. The area belonging to the prince will lie between the border of Judah and the border of Benjamin.

� Some might claim that since Jesus is the King, he cannot be called a prince as well. However, Jesus is also called the prince of peace (Isa. 9:6) and David is called both king (37:24) and prince (34:24; 37:25).


� The first four objections are from Raymond Ludwigson, A Survey of Bible Prophecy, 54.
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